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SUBJ: PANAMANIAN VISAS FOR URUGUAYAN MILITARY 
STUDENTS RECEIVING TRAINING IN CANAL ZONE 

1. MINISTRY FOREIGN AEFAIRS SENT EMBASSY SHARPLY WORDED 
NOTE DECEMBER 31 ALLEGING THAT EMBASSY/MONTEVIDEO HAS 
BEEN ADVISING URUGUAYAN MILITARY STUDENTS CANAL ZONE- 
BOUND FOR TRAINING AT SOUTHCOM FACILITIES THAT IT IS 

NOT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN PANAMANIAN VISAS. EONMIN STATES 
HIGH MILITARY OFEICER URUGUAYAN DEFENSE MINISTRY SO IN- 
FORMED PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR TO URUGUAY. ACCORDING TO 
MILITARY OFFICER, URUGUAYAN DEEENSE MINISTRY HAD BEEN 
GIVING INSTRUCTIONS TO OBTAIN PANAMANIAN VISAS PRIOR 
DEPARTURE EOR CANAL ZONE. 

2. EMBASSY/PANAMA RECOMMENDS THAT URUGUAYAN MILITARY 
STUDENTS OBTAIN PROPER PANAMANIAN DOCUMENTATION EVEN 
THOUGH DESTINATION IS CANAL ZONE. UNDER 1949 CIVAIR 
BILATERAL, IT CAN BE ARGUED THAT STUDENT WOULD NOT NEED 
VISA IF TICKETED FOR CANAL ZONE VIA TOCUMEN INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT. BUT STUDENT WOULD NOT BE PROPERLY DOCUMENTED 
FOR LATER ENTRY INTO REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. THEREFORE, MILGP/ 
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URUGUAY SHOULD MAKE CERTAIN THAT STUDENTS HEADED FOR 
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SOUTHCOM TRAINING FACILITIES HAVE PROPER PANAMANIAN 
VISAS. 
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